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This REPORT consists of a total of 3 sheets, including this cover sheet 

This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

(sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of 8 sheets, as follows: 

sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
Bn6/or sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 
Admmistrative Instructions). 

□ sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes 
beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and tiie 
Supplemental Box. 

b. □ (sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carrier(s)) 
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Administrative Instructions). 



4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial ^plicability 
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International application No. 

PCT/JP2003/016641 



rr^SfndS^SLtraslJL"^^^ ^P"""^"- " '^^^^^ - ^» filed, unless 

JJLTrnS.JfT'/^ translations from the original language into the following language 

whidi IS language of a translation fiiraishcd for the puipose of- 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23. 1(b)) 

□ 

publication of the international application (under Rule 12 4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 



The international application as originally filed/furnished 
the description: 

— — ' '"^"^ asongmallyfiled/fumished 

~ ?.?^^'3,3/l,5 received by this Authority on 09 July 2004 (09.07.2004) 

pages* ^ 



the claims: 



pages 
pages* 
pages* 
pages* 



_ received by this Authority on 



3-6 



1-2.7 



. , as originally fi led/furnished 

« » ^ amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

^received by this Authority on 09 July 2004 (09.07.2004) 

_ received by this Authority on ' 



the drawings: 
pages 



1-5 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



, as originally filed/fomished 



□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

the description, pages 

\ I the claims, Nos. 



□ 

the drawings, sheets/figs 

the sequence listing (specify): 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



□ the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 



I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing ftpeci/5i;: 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



* If Hem 4 applies, some or all oftliose sheets may be marked "superseded " 
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1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Claims 
Claim 

Claims 
Claim 

Claims 
Claims 
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2-7 
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YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 

2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

(claim 1 

Pi^X^S^VmmTs fi5/°"r^?V ^ (HAMAMATSU PHOTONICS 

Urn-^St at relctiv?^^^^ 1?"^ "'"f^ """"^^ 3«> "-verges 

ico^s. Of fiXrSS^^Xt rst^e.^'-^""' 

U separately and indtSeX^v^rd^^J^,'^'-'".'""' P""' 

Iciaims 2-7 

images of different depi^ over pnor art of bemg able to completely divide observed 

1^^^ Therefore the present invention is not obvious on the basis of any of the documents cited in the 



Form PCX/ IPEA/409 (Box No. V) (Januaiy 2004) 



